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South Africa
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Heritage in South Africa:

A1999 - National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA)

[ o promote good management of the National estate and to
enable and encourage communities to nurture and conserve
their legacy so that it may be given to future generations . Our
heritage I s unigue and preciou
helps us to define our cultural identity and therefore lies at the
heart of our spiritual wellbeing and has the power to build our
nation. It has the potential to affirm our diverse cultures and in

so doing shape our national c h
Preamble of NHRA 1999
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Heritage in South Africa:

A1999 - National Heritage Resources Act (NHRA)

[0Our heritage celebrates our a
redressing past inequities. It educates, it deepens our
understanding of society and encourages us to empathise with
the experience of others. It facilitates healing and material and

symbolic restitution and it promotes new and previously
neglected research into our rich oral traditions and custonts.

Preamble of NHRA 1999
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2. ldentifying
Heritage Sites
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R EEEESSE—C——————.=
What Is Heritage?

AHeritage is everything of value that we have inherited and
wish to preserve for future generations

Altis a living legacy that helps us to understand our past,
provides context for the present and influences the future
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Wh at constitutes SA

ANHRA 1999

[ The following belongs to the South African National Estate
(may not be removed unless special permission is granted)

[ Places, buildings, structures and equipment of cultural significance

[ Places to which oral history is attached (living history)

[ Historical settlements and townscapes

[ Landscapes and natural features of cultural significance

[ Geological sites of scientific or cultural importance

[ Archaeological or paleontological sites

[ Graves and burial grounds

[ Sites relating to history of slavery in SA

[ Moveable objects (soil, water, archaeological, paleontological objects, meteorites)
[
[
[
[

Ethnographic art and objects or objects of decorative or fine art
Military objects %

Objects of technological or scientific interest -
Books, records, documents, photographs, graphics, films, sound recor&MND]ZA
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R EEEESSE—C——————.=
Types of Heritage:

Cultural Heritage| | Natural Heritage Mixed Heritage
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R EEEESSE—C——————.=
Types of Heritage:

ACULTURAL HERITAGE:

1 Examples: monuments, historical remains, buildings, architecture
[ Represent important interchange of human values

[ Bear exceptional testimony to a civilisation which is living or
has disappeared

[ May contain some elements of history, architecture,
archaeology or human development

[ Also associated with human activity
[ Living Heritage Is an important component
{ Examples: traditi(_)n, qral history, performance rituals, %
arts and crafts, historic events, celebrations e
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R EEEESSE—C——————.=
Types of Heritage:

ANATURAL HERITAGE:

1 Examples: forests, coastal areas, mountains, flora and fauna
[ Site or object of natural significance

[ Areas of land that people value for their natural beauty or
Important ecological significance

" Aesthetic, historic, scientific or social significance

" OQut standing examples of st ac
" Outstanding natural phenomena, OR

- Exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic importance
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R EEEESSE—C——————.=
Types of Heritage:

AMIXED HERITAGE:

TExampl es: caves, hill s, et c. | i
[ Natural places associated with human activity and that have
cultural significance
[ Contain both elements of cultural and natural heritage
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3. Exploring
Heritage Sites
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Levels of Heritage:

AWorld Heritage Sites
ANational Heritage Sites
AProvincial Heritage Sites

AlLocal Heritage Sites
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R
World Heritage Sites:

ADeemed to have outstanding universal value and is
therefore worthy of protection

' Greater St Lucia Wetland Park  (KZN)

" Robben Island (WC)

' Cradle of Humankind (GP)

- Ukhahlamba /Drakensberg Park (KZN)

- Mapungubwe Cultural LandscapgLP)

- Cape Floral Region (EC & WC)
[ Vredefort Dome (FS)

GTTPSA Richtersveld Cultural Landscape (NC)




R EEEEEEEEE——————
UNESCO:

[ United Nations Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organisation

A UNESCO's World Heritage mission is to:

A encourage countries to sign the World Heritage Convention and to ensure the protection of their natural
and cultural heritage;

A encourage nomination of sites for inclusion on the World Heritage List;
encourage management plans and set up reporting systems on the state of conservation of WHS

provide technical assistance and professional training;
provide emergency assistance for WHS in immediate dang A
support public awarenessuilding activities for World

To o To Iw

Heritage conservation;
encourage participation of the local population in the
preservation of their cultural and natural heritage;

A encourage international cooperation in the conservation
.« Of our world's cultural and natural heritage.
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National Heritage Sites (Grade 1):

APlaces or objects with exceptional qualities that are of
special national significance

| Hector Peterson Memorial in Soweto (GP)
 Makapaneos Vall ey (IkPgl
[ Taung Heritage Site (NW e
Sarah Bartmanos g rECYy

The Resting Place of ...

Sarah

Bartmann
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Provincial Heritage Sites (Grade II):

APlaces or objects with significance to people living in a
specific province

' Hole In The Wall (EC)
" Voortrekker Monument (GP)
' Battlefields Route (KZN)
' Modjadji Cycad Forest (LP)
'Pi Il gri mobs Rest (MP)
' Nama Culture (NC)
[ Table Mountain (WC)

GTTPSA Pilanesberg National Park (NW)
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Local Heritage Sites (Grade llI):

APlaces or objects with significance to people living within
the boundary of a specific community

" Buildings, Churches, Monuments

" Traditional Music and Dance

" Traditional huts/houses

" Trees of cultural/historical significance

A grave of an important person

" Materials remaining from human activity |
[ Rock Art -
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4. South A
World Heritage Sites
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Ry
World Heritage Sites in South Africa:

' Greater St Lucia Wetland Park (KZN)

" Robben Island (WC)

' Cradle of Humankind (GP)

- Ukhahlamba /Drakensberg Park (KZN)

" Mapungubwe Cultural LandscapgLP)

- Cape Floral Region (EC & WC)
" Vredefort Dome (FS)

" Richtersveld Cultural Landscape (NC)
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EN—————————————
Greater St Lucia Wetland Park:

A Location:  KwaZulu Natal

A Description: Variety of landforms: coral reefs, long sandy beached, coastal dunes,
lake systems, swamps, and reed and papyrus wetlands.

Mosaic grasslands, forests, lakes and savannah.

Exceptional species diversity and breathtaking scenery.
A Significance: Thirteen protected areas within 234 566 hectares

Largest estuarine system in Africa

Southern most coral reefs on the continetn

Natural phenomena including:
Large numbers of nesting turtles on beaches
Migration of whales, dolphins and whalsharks
Massive number of waterfowl! (including pelicans, storks, herons)
Approximately 521 bird species
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R EEEEEEEEE——————
Robben Island:

A Location:  Western Cape
A Description: 12km from Cape Town.
Was used as a prison, a hospital for socially unacceptable groups,

and as a military base. During the apartheid era, some freedom
fighters spent many years of their lives in prison for their beliefs

A Significance:The bui l dings bear testimony to
the triumph of the human spirit, freedom, and democracy over
oppression.

The island is a symbol, not only for South Africa, but also for Africa
and the entire world.

South Africads first democratic
imprisoned on the Island, along with many other infamous

political people. %‘
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Cradle of Humankind:

A Location:  Gauteng (small parts in NW)
A Description: Covers 47 000 hectares

Fossil hominid sites including Sterkfontein Caves, Swartkrans,
Kromdraai, and Environs

Have produced abundant scientific information on human evolution
over the past 3.5 million years

A Significance:Exceptionally large and scientifically significant groups of sites which
provide insight into the earliest ancestors of humankind.

A dozen dolomitic limestone caves containing fossilised remains of
ancient forms of animals, plants and hominids.

Vast reserve of scientific information
Dolomite caves started out as coral reefs growing in a shallow sea

about 2.3 billion years ago %‘
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Ukhahlamba / Drakensberg Park:

A Location:  KwaZulu Natal

A Description: An area of exceptional natural beauty
Diversity of the habitats protects a high level of endemic and globally
threatened species, especially birds and plants
Contains many caves and rockhelters with many rock paintings

A Significance: The rock art of the Drakensberg is the largest and most concentrated
group of rock paintings in Africa south of the Sahara

Outstanding quality and diversity of rock art subjects which shed light
onto the San people, their way of life, and their beliefs

The San people lived in the mountainous area for more than 4 million

years
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Mapungubwe Cultural Landscape:

A Location:

Limpopo Province (between SA, Zimbabwe and Botswana)

A Description: An open, expansive savannah landscape

Developed into the largest kingdom in the subontinent before it was
abandoned in the 14" century

Almost untouched remains of palace sites and an entire settlement,
as well as two earlier capital sites

A Significance:Contains evidence for important interchange of human value that led

GTTPSA

K
z

to cultural and social changes in Southern Africa between AD 900

and 1300

Testimony to growth and decline of Mapungubwe State which was the

largest kingdom in Africa sufzontinent

Represents a significant stage of history when it became a powerful

state trading through East African ports with Arabia & %

The remains graphically illustrate the impact of climate changg
KUNDIZA
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Cape Floral Region:

A Location:

Eastern Cape and Western Cape

A Description: Made up of eight protected area covering 553 000 hectares

One of the richest areas for plants in the world
Represents 0.5% of Africa but 20% of the continents flora
Outstanding

A Significance:Outstanding universal value for representing ongoing ecological and

GTTPSA

T
z

biological processes associated with the Fynbos vegetation (unigue
to the Cape Floral Region)

Particular scientific interest on plant reproductive strategies including
the adaptive response to fire and the patterns of seed dispersal by
Insects

One of the richest areas for plants than any other similarzed area

in the world %.
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Vredefort Dome:

A Location:

Free State

A Description: A large meteorite impact structure

Approximately 120km south west of Johannesburg

Dates back to 2 023 million years
190km radius

A Significance:Oldest, largest and most deeply eroded complex meteorite impact

GTTPSA
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structure in the world
Site of the worl dos greatest si
Contains high quality and accessible geological sites

The only example of meteorite impact on earth which provides a full
geol ogi cal profile of an astrob
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Richtersveld Cultural Landscape:

A Location:  Northern Cape

A Description: 160 000 hectares of dramatic mountainous desert
A cultural landscape which is communally owned and managed by
the Nama community
Sustains the seminomadic pastoral livelinood of the Nama people
There is a strong oral tradition associated with the landscape

A Significance:It is an outstanding example of landscape which illustrates significant
stages in human history

It is also an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement
which is representative of a culture and human interaction with the

environment
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5. Determining the
Significance of a Site
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How do you determine the significance?

ANot everything is heritage

A One person may regard something is heritage but others
may not - different ideas of what heritage is

AMust
AMust
AMust

GTTPSA
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nelp provide and understanding of the past
e of value to future generations

nenefit the people
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How do you determine the significance?

ASouth African Heritage Resource Agency (SAHRA) criteria:
1 Is it important to the community?

{ Does it possess uncommon, rare or endangered aspects?

T Will it help provide and understanding of the past?
1‘

Does it have a high degree of creative or technical achievement
for a particular time period?

1 Does it have a strong/special association with a particular group?

1 Does it have a strong/special association with life/work of an
historically significant person/group/organisation?

{ Does it relate to the history of slavery in the area?
1 Does it have particularly valuable aesthetic charac:tetﬁ/~
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6. Who manages our
Heritage Sites?
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Legislation and Organisations:

ANational Heritage Resources Act(NHRA No.25 of 1999)

AWorld Heritage SitesManaged by

ANational Sites (grd Iy
AProvincial Sites(grd 11}
ALocal Sites  (grd 111}

GTTPSA
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Department of Tourism

manageo
manageo

and

manageo

y SAHRA
oy PHRA

oy local

municipalities and authorities
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7. Preserving our
Heritage Sites
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Why should we preserve our heritage?

ABeneficial for the whole community

Alt sets us apart from others

Alt allows us to identify ourselves from other nations
Alt gives a feeling of belonging and pride of place
Alt is irreplaceable and precious

A

t needs to be preserved and protected for future
generations
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How should we preserve our heritage?

AChallenging:
[ We want tourists to visit our sites, but
[ We also want to ensure our heritage Is looked after

A We need to engage in Sustainable Tourism

GTTPSA

1 Broadbased community inputs

1 Maintain control of development

{ Provide quality employment to its community

{| Establish linkages between local businesses and tourism
1 Code of practice for internationally accepted standards

{l Guidelines for operations

{l Impact assessments %*

{ Education and Training programmes KUNDIZA
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8. Heritage
Day
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I
What is Heritage Day?

ACelebrated each year in South Africa on 24 September

A Celebrates rich cultural and natural diversity of SA
ARecognises significant historical sites, events and periods
ARecognlses aspects of culture in SA:

" Historical inheritance
- Language

- Food

" Traditions

" Rituals

GTTPSA




0. Learner Activities
and Teaching Tips
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Learner Activities:

ADEFINITIONS:

[ Divide learners into groups and supply each group with a
dictionary

[ Groups should discuss and formulate their own definitions of
the following terms:
| Cultural Heritage
1 Natural Heritage
{1 Mixed Cultural and Natural Heritage
[ Groups should present their definitions to the class

[ Teacher should facilitate a discussion with the purpo*m‘/~

GTTPSA obtaining consensus for each definition -
o KUNDIZA
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Learner Activities:

AIDENTIFYING HERITAGE SITES:

GTTPS

ou

[ Learners should indicate whether each of the following
examples is a cultural site, a natural site, or a mixed site

EXAMPLE CULTURAL NATURAL MIXED

An Indaba Tree

Cultural Ritual Tradition

Oral History

Historical Structures
Gravesand Burial Grounds
Alake with ancestral spirits
Unspoilt naturalenvironment

Archaeologicakites and materials
[}

& lnm/\,]/ s ) )
“ Scenic parks and geologicdkatures Q/*
Flora and Fauna

>
A cave with rock art or fossils Z A

Traditional dance and music ND CONSULTING



Teaching Tips:

ASITE VISITS:
[ Locate a heritage site in your areavorld, national, provincial or local)

[ Liaise with teachers from as many disciplines as possible
(history, geography, art, etc)

[ Prepare a before and after questionnaire in order to measure
t he change I n the | earner 0s

[ Prepare learners for activities such as renacting the past,
telling stories and legends about the site, or drawing it

[ 'You could make the visit an unforgettable experience by

asking learners to dress in traditional clothing or
< inviting a surprise guest speaker %‘
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Thank Youl!
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